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Jul 03 2014 : The Times of India (Delhi) 

Delhi's drainage, desilting & flood control a big fraud: CAG  
Josy Joseph  

New Delhi  

TNN  

 

 

`Agencies Make Tall Claims, Lie About Projects' 

Stuck on a waterlogged road, many of you would blame the monsoon for your misery . This report should dispel that notion. In 

its audit of Delhi's drainage, desilting and flood control measures, the comptroller and auditor general of India has unearthed 

systematic fraud and neglect, showing how taxpayers' money is virtually going down the drain. 

The report, which could be tabled in Parliament soon, reveals a series of scams involving several city agencies. 

Consider this. During 2010-13, the flood control department removed 8,30,000 cubic metres of silt from the Najafgarh drain 

and Trunk Drain no. 1. But only about 1,00,000 cubic metres of it was moved away . When asked why the rest was dumped 

right next to the drains, the department said its banks were large enough and the silt wouldn't go back in. 

The report says under the Delhi master plan of 2001, authorities were supposed to al so prepare a master plan for drainage. A 

committee was set up for this purpose in 2005, but it did nothing until 2012. 

That's when the work was handed over to IIT Delhi. 

However, government agencies have till date not handed over any data to IIT Delhi, and thus the work is stuck. 

Simultaneously , the Delhi Jal Board was to prepare a master plan for sewerage. No such work is available even today. That’s 

not all. Delhi’s flood control department has not conducted any topographical survey of Yamuna since 2005, citing staff 

shortage. Without this data, dimensions for storm water drains and other key components cannot be planned.  

The audit also reveals a consistent pattern of agencies resorting to lies. For instance, PWD on June 15, 2013 claimed that 

desilting of all  

its drains was complete, and no silt was left behind. However, on September 10, 2013, the department admitted in an internal 

status report that it had removed silt completely only from 80km of road, and partially from 158km. 

For another 40km of its roads, the department had no knowledge if desilting had taken place at all. Test audit of key 

waterlogging points showed a bizarre pattern. Even on days when rainfall was moderate and the water level of Yamuna 

remained well below the danger level, waterlogging was reported at various locations, the audit said. This belied the usual 

excuses of departments about heavy rains and high water level of Yamuna being key reasons for flooding of roads.  

This also points to the fact that the Delhi’s storm drains are faulty. It turns out that these drains are designed to cater to a 

maximum of only 25mm rain in an hour whereas experts have suggested that the city should storm drains that can cater to 

62.5mm rain during a 30-minute duration.  

The audit points to several instances of shocking delay. In August 2009, after residences of high court judges along Purana Qila 

road were flooded, NDMC engaged IIT Delhi to study the problem. IIT suggested remodelling of drain  

number 14. MCD gave the contract only by March 2013. After five years of the disaster, just 10% work is complete.  

A final draft of the CAG report on ‘Flood control and drainage system in Delhi’ was sent to the Delhi government recently. 

Sources said the audit was ordered by CAG S K Sharma during the last mon 

soon, in the wake of widespread reports of hours-long traffic jams and waterlogging.  

The report is also a narrative of the larger urban decay of Delhi. Dumping of waste in drains and Yamuna are rampant. The 

audit said this is also a crucial reason contributing to our misery every monsoon.  
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IIT cutoffs across boards see a surge  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx 

NEW DELHI: Students have performed better this year across boards - as has been revealed by the higher 20 

percentile cutoffs of different boards that were put on the JEE (advanced) website on Tuesday.  

As students competed to make it to the 20 percentile, the cutoff required to be in that bracket has gone up 

substantially. Academicians and experts, however, feel that it was two years since the new format for IIT 

admission was introduced and it was time to go for a thorough review.  

The 20 percentile cutoffs for different boards this year varies from 93.03 % in Andhra Pradesh board to 51% in 

Tripura board.  

The government had introduced a new format for IIT selection in 2013 that had pushed students to do better in 

their board exams.  

In this format, only the top 20 percentile students from each board were eligible to get admission in the IITs. 

Before 2013, the only eligibility criteria for admission to IITs was to get a 60% in the board exams.  

Former president of IIT Delhi faculty forum Sanjeev Sanghi told HT, “It has been two years since the format 

was introduced. It is time we go for a review of it and fix it at a certain level. We had earlier also suggested that 

there should be an option of either 20 percentile or 80%, whichever is lower. The percentile system does not 

work favourably for the boards that give very high marks.”  

Dheeraj Sanghi, a professor at IIT Kanpur, agreed. “The 20 percentile system is a good criterion for making 

students more focussed on boards. The problem arises when some boards start giving marks liberally. It has 

become like a lottery. While this does affect IIT admissions to some extent, the bigger problem is for NIT 

admissions. We should review this format and what it is has achieved in two years.”  

While the 20 percentile cutoff for CBSE was 81.6% last year, this year it has increased to 83.2%. For Andhra 

Board, this has increased from 91.8% to 93.03%, for Karnataka board from 86% to 93%, for ISC from 83.2% to 

85%, Tamil Nadu board from 90.9% to 91.7%. Some boards like Andhra, Gujarat, Goa and Punjab have more 

than one system of marking for 12th and so have different percentiles.  

IIT-Indore students invent machine which gives voice to 

hearing impaired  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx# 

INDORE: Trying to contribute their bit to the society, two engineers from IIT-Indore (batch 2014), have come 

up with a new device for the speaking and hearing impaired.  

Referring to the device as ‘Awaaz- the voice of the speaking and hearing impaired’ the duo, creators of 

machine, Ashok Pancilly and Kunal Chaudhary, initially started with the project as an assignment for their 

semester break.  

“We would often visit the city on our off days and would get to see a number of people struggling with basics of 

life. And when I say basic I refer to fundamentals like communication. The reason for which was, that they 

were just not able to hear and speak like us,” said Pancilly.  

http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
http://paper.hindustantimes.com/epaper/viewer.aspx
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Pointing that this motivated both of them to go ahead with the idea for the invention of a new device, it took 

more than a year’s time, till they were actually able to come up with something different, “We wanted to build 

something which is unique, convenient and easy to use. As many hearing and speaking impaired individuals are 

not lucky enough to get a proper education, so our focus was on the simplicity of the device. One which could 

be easily accessed by all,” added Panilly.  

Making use of sign language gestures of the (speaking impaired/those who can’t speak) and voicing them out, 

‘AWAAZ’ generates a voice for every action which is performed on its screen. “One simply needs to wave its 

hand over the screen and it deciphers it to speak out with emotions what the user actually wants to convey,” 

explained the duo.  

Referring that the main objective of the device is to give these special children of god a voice of their own so 

that they can overcome their disability, the duo has plans to patent it soon as well. “We are already in the 

process of getting it patented. Also, we have applied for a US patent, so that it can be used at a global level,” 

said Ashok Pancilly.  

Carrying out tests for the device at deaf and dumb school at Sindhi colony in Indore, both Kunal and Ashok are 

also carrying out multiple tests at various schools in different cities. Analysing the cost to come down to 

somewhere around 4,500 for a device, they both feel that it can be made more cheaper, if some NGO of the 

department of social justice pools in to give a subsidy on it.  

Green tribunal orders impact assessment of IIT-M campus 

TNN | Jul 3, 2014, 03.49 AM IST 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Green-tribunal-orders-impact-assessment-of-IIT-M-

campus/articleshow/37666362.cms 

CHENNAI: The State Environmental Impact Assessment Authority should complete the impact assessment on the IIT 

Madras campus and file a status report within 15 days, directed the Southern bench of National Green Tribunal on 

Wednesday.  

 

The bench of judicial member Justice M Chockalingam and expert member R Nagendran said SEIAA could provide 

environmental clearance on merits. As the admissions were on and the future of students was at stake, the status 

reports had to be submitted on the stipulated date, they added.  

 

Based on a petition filed by an environmentalist saying IIT-M was felling trees and constructing buildings without 

approval, the NGT bench on March 4 ordered the administration to stop construction of all buildings on the campus. On 

March 13, IIT-M wanted construction of seven buildings to be permitted as they were in the last stages of completion. 

The NGT bench refused. On May 5, IIT-M submitted that the campus was not in a forest area and it could not complete 

the process of seeking building planning approvals earlier due to administrative and academic reasons.  

 

Separately, in response to an application from IIT-M registrar for construction of two hostel blocks, one for men and 

women, the NGT directed the CMDA to consider the request and file a status report. On June 11, CMDA said it had 

submitted on June 6 the Planning Permission Application to its panel on multi-storeyed buildings. Three days later the 

panel sent its recommendations to the state government which were pending approval, said the CMDA.  

 

When the matter came up for hearing, counsel for IIT sought adjournment stating that SEIAA clearance would be 

completed within a month. Countering this, M Santhanaraman, counsel for the petitioner, said IIT-M had completed 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Green-tribunal-orders-impact-assessment-of-IIT-M-campus/articleshow/37666362.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/Green-tribunal-orders-impact-assessment-of-IIT-M-campus/articleshow/37666362.cms
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construction on the entire campus without the environmental clearance certificate. As such post-construction 

environmental clearance could not be given.  

 

The matter was posted to July 17 for hearing. 

Three Premier Edu Institutes to be Set up in Tirupati  

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Three-Premier-Edu-Institutes-to-be-Set-up-in-

Tirupati/2014/07/03/article2312377.ece 

CHITTOOR: Three prestigious education institutions are likely to be added to the district to turn it into a 

knowledge hub.  

Post bifurcation, the Centre, which has proposed to make Tirupati a knowledge hub, had asked the State 

government to provide at least 1,000 acre land to set up the three institutions and the land for these had been 

identified by the authorities. 

The three premier institutes include an IIT, Central University and the Indian Institute of Science Education and 

Research (IISER) and the Centre had asked the State government to identify land for setting up them in the 

district. 

Chittoor district collector K Ramgopal said, “The Centre want 300 acres to set up an IIT, 500 acres for Central 

University and another 200 acres for setting up the IISER near Tirupati.  

We had identified the necessary land in Renigunta, Srikalahasti and Erpedu mandals and have sent a report to 

the government as well.”  

The administration had selected large tracts of assigned land for the purpose as it would be easy to acquire it 

and hand over the same to the authorities concerned, if the identified land is selected for setting up the institute. 

It has also decided not to include any of the endowments land in the proposed land as the High Court had 

already ruled not to touch endowments land. To give endowments lands, we need permission of the Court, he 

said.  

Meanwhile, the state government too had sent the proposals to the concerned authorities. Officials concerned 

with each institute will send a separate site selection committee, which will decide about the viability of the 

identified land to set up the institute at that place, Ramgopal said. 

Some of the factors that the Centre would be looking into while identifying land for setting up the institutes 

would be its connectivity -- both road and air -- and also the social life and social infrastructure there, Ramgopal 

said. 

The identified lands would be near to the highway and all the three mandals, and should be easily accessible to 

Renigunta airport, which is on the outskirts of Tirupati, the Collector said. 

District officials are hoping that the officials concerned would be visiting the district and inspecting the 

identified lands soon. If they are not satisfied with the identified lands, they might seek alternate lands, officials 

said. 

 

http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Three-Premier-Edu-Institutes-to-be-Set-up-in-Tirupati/2014/07/03/article2312377.ece
http://www.newindianexpress.com/cities/hyderabad/Three-Premier-Edu-Institutes-to-be-Set-up-in-Tirupati/2014/07/03/article2312377.ece
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Modi govt should help export Indian higher education, say 

educationists 

Prasun Sonwalkar, Hindustan Times  London, June 29, 2014  

First Published: 22:41 IST(29/6/2014) | Last Updated: 00:13 IST(30/6/2014) 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/modi-govt-should-help-export-indian-higher-education-say-

educationists/article1-1235057.aspx 

Educationists from 20 leading Indian private universities gathered at the House of Commons for an awards ceremony to 

fly India’s flag in the global higher education market, and announced plans to create an ‘education hub’ on the lines of 

medical tourism and IT services. 

  

The awards were given by a consortium of Indian private universities called SkillTree, after an ‘audit’ of courses in the 

universities over two years. Out of a total of 674 universities in India, 183 were private, educationists at the event said. 

  

Sushma Paul Berlia, chancellor of Apeejay Stya University, told HT: “The Narendra Modi government should help private 

universities tap global higher education markets in the same way the British Council helps British universities recruit 

international students. There is so much that we can offer to international students”. 

  

India, she said, may not figure in major global university rankings, but there were several universities and institutes that 

offer ‘very good education’ to students from developing countries and to people of Indian origin in countries such as 

Britain and the US. 

  

The awards ceremony was followed by a party at Madame Tussauds, where leading Indian and Indian-origin people such 

as Lord Swraj Paul, Keith Vaz, Navnit Dholakia, Dame Asha Khemka and Baroness Verma joined the Indian private 

universities’ push for a global presence. 

  

According to Berlia, higher education could be a net foreign exchange earner for India at a time when a major increase in 

fees was prompting students in western countries to look at alternatives for cheaper but valuable education. Studying in 

India would help prepare them for jobs in a major global market, she said. 

  

Shekhar A Bhattacharjee, founder of SkillTree, said: “India is a great destination with great institutions; India’s higher 

education system has witnessed tremendous growth in recent times. ‘SkillTree Great Place to Study – India Edition’ 

showcases 20 institutions in the country which have great global practices”. 

  

The 20 universities and institutions awarded included G D Goenka University, Goa Institute of Management, Manipal 

University, XLRI – Xavier School of Management, Whistling Woods International, and Apeejay Education Society & 

Apeejay Stya University. 

http://www.hindustantimes.com/Search/search.aspx?q=Prasun%20Sonwalkar&op=auth
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/modi-govt-should-help-export-indian-higher-education-say-educationists/article1-1235057.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/modi-govt-should-help-export-indian-higher-education-say-educationists/article1-1235057.aspx
http://www.hindustantimes.com/specials/AllaboutNarendraModi/spl3-lid.aspx

